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a long-term dry period occurred in the region. Each period of reclamation and drought of
Gerdi domain is very long, but, as we move from the past to the present, it is reduced. In
overall, this area has had 3 periods of reclamation and 4 dry periods. Reclamation and
destruction of Sistan always have been a function of the Helmand River. The main reason for
the alternation of prosperity and dry periods of Sistan depends on Helmand River and lack of
fountains, aqueducts, wells, and rain water in the region.

Keywords. Archaeological Survey, Gerdi domain, Historical period, Iron Age, Islamic era,
Sistan.

Citation: Mehr Afarin R. and Mousavi Haji S. R. 2016. Gerdi Domain, Collection of the Sistan Archaeology.
Journal of Iran's Pre-Islamic Archaeological Essays. 1(1): 29-38.
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Gerdi Domain, Collection of the Sistan Archaeol ogy

R.Mehr Afarin® and S. R. Mousavi Haji?

Abstract

Sistan, with an area of over 8,500 km in the east of Iran and having 22 geographical domains,
is one of the most important archaeological regions in Iran. To date, around 1,662
archaeological sites have been identified in Sistan (i.e, Sistan of Iran) during the
archaeological field surveys. Gerdi domain with an area of 664 km in the south of Sistan has
485 archaeological sites and is the most numerous archaeological domain in Sistan. It is
located in the south of Sistan—in the region in which there are no inhabitants and it is quite
a desert. Indeed, Gerdi domain is a part of the desert of Iran. The results of
archaeological surveys performed in this domain are as follows. 337 archaeological sites
belong to the Iron Age, 202 sites to the historical period, and 97 archaeological sites to the
Islamic era. It should be noted that some of the archaeological sites have 2 or 3 different
settlement periods such as prehistory, historical period, or Islamic era. Of which, 120 sites
have overlapping settlements of prehistoric and historical period, 8 sites have 3 overlapping
settlements (prehistory, historical period, and Islamic era), and 7 sites have overlapping of
prehistory and Islamic period. Overall, the number of single-period and multiperiod of
prehistoric sites of Gerdi domain are more than 337. On average, in every 2 square
kilometers, there is a population unit. From the end of the Bronze Age to the Achaemenid
period (1800 BC to 500 BC), no cultural object, especially pottery, was found in the area.
Probably, in this period, Rud-e Biaban and other rivers of Helmand were cut in the area, and
surrounding regions faced with severe water shortages. Therefore, the residents evacuated
the area, and southeastern regions of Sistan, with hundreds of towns and villages, were turned
into a barren desert. The total number of historical sites of Gerdi domain are 66 sites and as
overlapping with Iron Age is 120 archaeological sites. Eight places in the Islamic period
were constructed on the historical monuments. Thus, the total historical sites of the Gerdi
domain sites reaches 194, which the reduction is too high as compared to the Bronze Age
sites (337 sites). This shows that Gerdi domain did not have the first period of prosperity in its
second period of its life or has been different to the first period in terms of population,
settlement patterns, and employment of its residents. The second dry period of southern part of

Sistan, especially Gerdi domain, continues from Sassanid period to the 6th century AH. The
total number of Islamic settlements of Gerdi domain reachesto 97 archaeological sites, which
is a significant decrease compared to the previous period. This issue is directly related to the
duration of the reclamation and settlement pattern in the area. The last round of the
establishment in Gerdi domain must be found in the Qajar period. In this period, oasis areas
and pastora systems emerged on a limited basis by ethnic Baluch settlers in the region.
Archaeological sites of Gerdi domain have a periodic form. Thus, behind every reclamation,
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